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cara which visited us in mid-July on the outer Cape, a White-faced Ibis in Chat-
ham in late May (only the 2nd time ever on the Cape), and a Scissor-tailed Fly-
catcher in Falmouth in May. All these rarities are normally found in the west-
ern or southern US, and were possibly blown off course during migration. But
somehow, they found Cape Cod as a place to rest up and re-charge, just as many
of us do!

Photo by Peter Fang

This 56tk season will bring many engaging Programs along with a wide variety of
Walks and other events. Thanks to our Programs Director, Gloria Smith, for
working tirelessly to enlist speakers to deliver talks on enlightening topics each
month. Another “tireless” worker is our Walks Director, Mary Jo Foti, who lined
up over 60 walks for us last year, and ensures that we may “bird” the wide range
of habitats Cape Cod has to offer, ably led by her enthusiastic team of Walk
Leaders. We will also continue to fund conservation efforts in the Americas that
promote awareness of birds and their intricate relationships in our natural
world. This effort is led by our Conservation & Education Director, Peter Bono,
our longest-serving Director! You can also look forward to our quarterly news-
letters, full of informative articles, thanks to our Secretary and Kingfisher Edi-
tor, Carolyn Kennedy.

One major change coming this season is that we have migrated our entire data-
base over to a new system. Our old (original?) system was a “home grown” tool
built by long-time member Eldon Ziegler. Eldon has been maintaining and cus-
tomizing the system for us for decades and we owe him a huge thanks. But we
finally decided we needed to transition to an “off the shelf” solution that was
geared towards our non-profit club. (Continued on page 9)
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Club Meetings—Gloria Smith, Programs Director

Cape Cod Bird Club is delighted to welcome you to our fall 2026 season featuring the following pro-
grams. Each of these meetings will offer an in-person gathering at Cape Cod Museum of Natural Histo-
ry in Brewster and a simultaneous Zoom broadcast. Museum doors (and Zoom) open at 6:30 pm with
our “Pre-game Slideshow” featuring upcoming programs, walks, bird trivia, bird photos by fellow mem-
bers and more. A Zoom link will be emailed to our members prior to each meeting.

Monday, October 12, 2026 — David & Tammy McQuade
“Chasing the North America Big Year Record"

If you have ever wondered how someone could possibly see the most birds in North America in one year (while holding
a job!), then we have a story for you.

David and Tammy are high school sweethearts who each developed a love for birds and the outdoors as children. In
2012, their life changed forever when they saw the movie: "The Big Year." The idea of counting birds had an incredible
appeal to them. The challenge of a year-long scavenger hunt really resonated with them.

They started with a Big Weekend around Lee County, Florida. It didn’t take long for it to grow rapidly to County Big
Years, then Florida Big Years. Once they realized they could coordinate their work with birding, that changed every-
thing. They expanded to Lower 48 Big Years, ABA and US Big Years, and more recently North America and AOU Big
Years. They have been fortunate to finish #1 multiple times in each of these categories. They are also the only birders
to see over 700 birds in the US seven years in a row!

While they are proud of their accomplishments doing Big Years, they are even prouder of their contributions to re-
search in understanding bird diversity in the Gulf of Mexico. When they are not traveling or working, they love to ven-
ture out on long-range pelagic trips in the Gulf of Mexico on their boat, the McLagic.

David is a former Board of Directors member for the ABA, with Tammy having served on several ABA committees.
They are the current administrators for the SW Florida Bird Alert Facebook Group and are annual guides for the Cape
Coral Burrowing Owl Festival.
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Monday, November 9, 2026 —David and Fran Clapp
The Unique Wildlife of the Land Down Under

Australia is where bird song began.

The birds of Australia, much like the mammals, evolved great distances
from the rest of the world’s land masses.

Parrots, honeyeaters, wattlebirds, miners and many other groups devel-
oped down there. Migrants from north of the equator found long migra-
tions to Australia well worth their efforts. Consequently, Australia has
become a major birding destination. There are also other icons such as
the Sydney Opera House, The Great Barrier Reef, Kata Tjuta, and Uluru.
The tropical northern Darwin region and temperate Tasmania, have much
to offer, as well. We will touch a lot of (avian) bases as we take

you through this unique island continent.

David Clapp is our current CCBC Vice President, and has
worked and traveled the world as a natural history tour
leader for more than thirty years. He has led over 100
tours for the Smithsonian Institution, and many more for
BushTracks, Mass Audubon and other organizations.
Visiting Sidney.

Fran Clapp was an aquatic insect taxonomist and ver-
nal pool specialist for Mass Audubon and served as an
aquatic ecologist for the Natural Heritage and Endan-
gered Species Program. Photo of her at Uluru in north-
ern Australia.

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, above.

Rainbow Bee-eater, right.

Photos by David Clapp.

View online to appreciate their colorful plumage.
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Cape Cod Bird Club Field Trips—October-December, 2026
Mary Jo Foti, Coordinator

All are welcome on these free Club walks

Please email the trip leader if you plan to attend.
PLEASE—check the website for updates or cancellations!

High Head — N. Truro
Thursday, October 1 - 8am

Meet at High Head Bike Trail parking lot.
Bear left when you reach Cliff Rd to stay on
High Head Rd, a dirt pathway that leads to
parking for the bike trail. We'll be looking

and listening for rails, bobwhites and Ameri-

can Bittern skulking through the marsh as
well as searching overhead for raptors and
scanning the thickets for passerines. Walk
begins on the paved bike trail but may also
include hard pack dirt trails of mixed eleva-
tion. Leader: MdJ Foti
mayjol226@yahoo.com

First Encounter Beach — Eastham
Friday, October 2 — 8am

From Rt. 6, follow Samoset Rd. to the far-
thest parking area where we’ll walk along

the marsh trail bordered by the Herring Riv-

er to observe shorebirds, herons, egrets,
gulls and terns gathering in numbers to for-
age on the outgoing tide. We'll also encoun-
ter other species including a variety of pas-
serines and raptors. Beach sandals/
waterproof footwear recommended. (low tide
10:22am)

Leader: Marilyn Tillinghast marilyntilling-
hast@gmail.com

Black Beach, Falmouth
Sunday, October 4 — 8am

Parking is at Chapoquoit Beach. Take Route
28S; exit at Thomas B Landers Road; turn
right at end of exit; then at stop sign turn
left onto to 28A (south). Finally turn right
onto Chapoquoit Road and follow it to
Chapoquoit Beach parking lot (will be on

your left.) Join us as we seek out migrating shore-
birds, terns, gulls, passerines and perhaps some
early movement of sea ducks. It’s about a 2-mile
round trip, with scenic views of Buzzard’s Bay and
the Great Sippiwissett Marsh. We will walk out on
Surf Drive to Black Beach. The return trip to the
beach parking lot will be along the bike trail. For
those who want to, we can then drive 5 minutes to
W Falmouth Harbor (it's on the way back to 28A)
where wigeons, gadwalls, and mergansers often
hang out. Leader: Val

Freysinger mannynpeppy@gmail.com

Crane Wildlife Management Area -
East Falmouth Sunday, October 11- 8am

Meet at the parking lot of Otis Model Aero Club
Flying Field. As you drive north on Nathan Ellis
Highway, the entrance to Crane will be on your
right next to Allieta Softball Field. You can count
on productive raptor activity while this unique
grassland habitat is also host to a rich variety of
species, including Eastern Meadowlark, Grasshop-
per Sparrow, American Kestrel and possibly Blue
Grosbeak. Hard pack trails can give way to more
rock-strewn narrow paths - between 1.5 and 3 miles
of walking.

Leader: Ross Sormani rsormani@yahoo.com

Sandy Neck, West Barnstable
Saturday, October 24 — 7am

Please note earlier start time! Take Sandy Neck Rd
directly off Rt.6A and drive directly down to the
main lot. We're hoping to have a big migration day
of scoters and other seaducks traveling south. We
should see at least some birds on the move, and de-
pending on wind and weather, there could be a
large flight of birds. We'll start by scoping from the
beach near the parking lot. As the morning pro-
gresses, we'll venture farther out onto the beach
and head back along the marsh trail. Expect at
least 2-3 miles of walking in soft sand and dirt
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Cape Cod Bird Club Field Trips, continued

trails. Waterproof footwear/sturdy hiking boots
recommended. (Co-sponsored with South Shore
Bird Club)

Leader: MdJ Foti maryjol1226@yahoo.com
Leader: Dan O’Brien danielko-
brien107@gmail.com

Robert F. Smith Cold Brook Preserve -
Harwich Sunday, October 25 — 8am

From Rt. 39 in Harwich, take Bank Street to #203
- the Harbormaster’s Workshop. Cold Brook Pre-
serve underwent a major ecological restoration
project completed in fall 2024 with newly restored
and easily navigable trails throughout 66 acres of
wetland and surrounding woodland. The intricate
pond and trail system provides ideal habitat for a
variety of passerines, hawks and waterfowl, in
addition to otters and other mammals.

Leader: Ed Banks 68edbanks@gmail.com

Harwich-Brewster Community Gardens
Sunday, November 1 — 8am

Please note: Daylight Savings Time! Meet at the
Harwich Community Gardens on Sisson Road just
north of the Star Market on Route 28. This has
traditionally been a nice spot for fall migration
with some unlikely surprises in past years includ-
ing Ash-throated Flycatcher and Grasshopper
Sparrow. If time permits, we can head directly
north to Brewster Community Gardens just oppo-
site the Eddy Bay Trail. This requires little walk-
ing on hard pack dirt and is easily navigable.

Leader: Jeff Bryant five_loons@yahoo.com

Scusset Beach State Reservation — Sagamore
Tuesday, November 3 — 8am

Take Scusset Beach Road to the main entrance.
Parking is .25 miles beyond the entrance kiosk at
the fishing pier. We'll spend the morning explor-
ing the thickets on the wooded trails for fall mi-
grants, walking the bike path along the canal
where wintering waterfowl should just be coming
in and exploring the campground area.

We'll finish up at the beach and scope the jetty at
the mouth of the canal. Expect two miles of
walking on mixed terrain — dirt trails, paved bike
trail and beach. (Co-sponsored with Brookline
Bird Club)

Leader: MdJ Foti maryjol1226@yahoo.com

Leader: John Edmondson johnhedmond-
son@gmail.com

Fort Hill and Hemenway Landing —
Eastham Tuesday, November 10 — 8am

From Route 6E, turn on Governor Prence Rd.
and park in the first lot on the left just past Cap-
tain Penniman House. We’ll walk the loop trail
towards Hemenway Landing where there should
be some nice migrant activity. We can also

scan the marsh for incoming shorebirds,

herons, egrets and hopefully a bittern or

rail with the rising tide. Expect 2 miles of
walking hard pack trails with mixed elevation
and along the marsh at the water’s edge. Water-
proof hiking shoes/footwear recommended.

Leader: Sharon MacDonald sjbmacdon-
ald@gmail.com

Doane Rock and Nauset Bay East
Eastham Tuesday, November 17 — 8am

The walk begins in the parking area beyond
Doane Rock which allows us two hours to explore
this area of rich, mixed habitat. We'll begin on
the wooded trails leading to Nauset Bay East,
then stop on the wooden bridge spanning the
marsh to observe shorebirds, coastal waterbirds,
gulls and terns that gather in impressive num-
bers during fall migration. Expect to walk about
3 miles of paved and dirt trails.

Leader: Jeff Bryant five_loons@yahoo.com
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Cape Cod Bird Club Field Trips, continued

Bells Neck Conservation Area — Harwich
Sunday, November 22 — 8am

Meet at Bells Neck Road at the landing of the
West Reservoir with parking in the nearby
fenced-in lot. Take advantage of low tide con-
ditions on the East Reservoir, enjoy the
marsh overlook at the footbridge and scan the
car bridge for raptors, waterfowl, and a possi-
ble bittern or rail. Expect about 2 miles of
walking on varied terrain, sometimes narrow
dirt trails with a slightly steep hill leading to
the footbridge.

Leader: Sharon MacDonald sjbmacdon-
ald@gmail.com

Harwich-Brewster Ponds
Thursday, December 3 — 8am

From Route 124 (Pleasant Lake Ave.) turn on
Headwaters Drive. The Cape Cod Rail Trail
parking lot is about a half mile down on your
left. A short walk on paved bike trail will
bring you to our first stop, Hinckleys Pond.
We'll then head to nearby Long Pond Beach in
Harwich to view from our first of three van-
tage points. We'll finish up at Seymour Pond
which includes a 10-minute walk each way
along the bike trail. These mid-cape ponds
host a variety of waterfowl including Greater
and Lesser Scaup, Mergansers, Bufflehead
and American Coot as well as the less com-
mon Barrow’s Goldeneye.

Leader: MdJ Foti maryjol1226@yahoo.com

Coast Guard Beach/Salt Pond Visitor
Center - Eastham
Wednesday, December 9 — 8am

Follow Route 6 to Eastham and turn right at
Salt Pond Visitor Center onto Nauset Rd.
This will become Doane Rd. which you’ll fol-
low to Ocean View Drive. Turn right and
park in the lot by Nauset Coast Guard Sta-
tion. You'll be walking south along the beach
and return along the inside of the inlet.

Expect to walk about 2 miles in soft sand. The sec-
ond leg of the trip is a stop at Salt Pond Visitor Cen-
ter for further exploring. There are open bathrooms
available year-round.

Leader: Jeff Bryant five_loons@yahoo.com

Corporation Beach - Scargo Lake, Dennis
Saturday, December 19 — 8:00am

Meet at Corporation Beach off Route 6A in South
Dennis where you can observe a variety of overwin-
tering waterfowl, grebes, loons, alcids and the occa-
sional Harlequin Duck directly from the parking ar-
ea. Our observations will be primarily stationary and
very accessible for all levels of mobility. Bring a scope
if you have one.

Leader: Jeff Bryant five_loons@yahoo.com

West Barnstable Conservation Area -
Barnstable Sunday, December 27 — 8am

From Exit 65 on Route 6, follow signs for 149S - a
right turn after exiting the rotary. When you reach
Marston Mills Rotary, head west on Race Lane
(towards the airport hangar) for 1.2 miles. Turn
right onto Crooked Cartway and follow the road un-
til it opens onto a large, dirt parking area. This maze
of old dirt roads traverses over 1,100 acres of pine-
oak woodlands, interspersed with occasional brushy
clearings and a broad power-line cut providing excel-
lent birding throughout the year. Expect up to two
miles of walking primarily wider and more easily
navigable "cartway" trails.

Leader: MdJ Foti maryjol1 226@yahoo.com

New Year’s Day with Ed Banks — Mid-Cape
Friday, January 1, 2027 *Noon - 4:00pm*

Meet in the Stop & Shop parking lot at Patriot
Square on Route 134 in South Dennis and join us for
our annual New Year’s Day outing. Get your 2027
checklist off to a great start! Click off your yard
birds in the morning and join us at noon. We will
bird the mid-Cape and perhaps some other hotspots.
Party hats optional!

Leader: Ed Banks. 68edbanks@gmail.com
(508-769-6762)
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Birding Resources — MdJ Foti

2026 Cape Cod Waterfowl Survey, Saturday-Sunday, December 5" and 6™

Last year, 26 teams covered 332 ponds with a total of 31 waterfowl species observed. Many thanks
to all of the volunteers who contributed to another successful survey. We're hoping to cover 345
ponds this year and continue to contribute to this survey’s success. M.J Foti

Please visit your local land trusts to find out more about conservation initiatives happening within
your towns. Many organizations offer guided walks and host events throughout the year,
including, but not limited to:

HCT (Harwich Conservation Trust)
DCLT (Dennis Conservation Land Trust)

For additional information on bird clubs throughout Massachusetts, including links to each of their
websites, please visit: htips://massbird.org.

Bird Observer is a New England-based bimonthly journal for birders of all skill levels. This is a nonprofit
organization supported by subscribers and staffed by volunteers. They publish original articles on birding loca-
tions throughout New England, avian populations and natural history, regional rarities, book reviews and field
notes, bird sightings, photographs and artwork.

New England Shorebird Guide, a photographic guide freely available on the Bird Observer website, now
covers 37 species of shorebirds that occur in New England, northeastern United States and eastern Canada. The
guide is designed primarily as a visual aid on your smart phone that can be used in the field; it can also be in-

stalled on your tablet or computer. Access the guide using this link: htips://www.birdobserver.org/Better-
Birding/New-England-Shorebird-Guide.

New England Shorebird Guide content was created by Soheil Zendeh. Marsha Salett of Bird Observer was the
editor. Eric Swanzey, web manager for Bird Observer and other Massachusetts birding sites, created the web-
site/app. User help as well as instructions for installing the guide icon on your iPhone or Android phone can be
accessed from within the app. Thanks to Jay Dia, Eric Mueller and Paul Bain for providing help instructions for

Club Meeting: Monday, December 14, 2026— Holiday Party

Please join us for our MEMBERS ONLY festive
Holiday Party featuring our 2026 teen Hog Is-
land Scholarship recipient, Brearley Ward, shar-
ing his camp experience. Enjoy games, raffles,
prizes and refreshments with your fellow Bird
Club members. If you are interested in helping
with party planning, set-up or cleanup, please
contact us at info@capecodbirdclub.org.
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BIS Student Bird Club — A Year in Review
Maria Curley, Bird Club Advisor

The Bird Club, in its 7th Year strong, at Barnstable Intermediate School has continued to thrive, with
8-12 students on average joining per year. This is great news for birding and the birds! Various
topics throughout the year kept the students engaged and learning about feeder birds and local birds of
Cape Cod, as well as learning how to ID birds using sight, sound, behavior, field guides, and birding
apps like Merlin and Audubon. We also did “bird of the day” mystery slides, which helped hone those ID
skills! Every campus walk we did, made it into an eBird checklist. Our BIS bird count of species is now
up to 37 Species spotted!! (see list below).

BIS feeders continue to attract a great variety of birds, with favorites like chickadees, titmice, bluejays,
bluebirds, cardinals, goldfinches, wrens and more! The joy the birds bring to the students is immeasur-
able. Birding has opened up a whole new world to many and this will hopefully last a lifetime.

Our retention pond behind the school (and the air above it!) also delighted students, with the return of
our aerial, swooping zig-zagging Tree Swallows back from migration, and our aquatic visitors the Great
Blue Heron, a bonded Hooded Merganser pair, a Great Egret, and a bonded Mallard pair. Students also
learned first-hand the importance of following birding protocols in spring. With nesting season in full
swing, we watched the Mallard nest from an appropriate distance, saw their paternal care, AND got
scolded by a not-so-happy papa Mallard! Our visit did not last long! Student birders now know why we
keep a safe distance!

W

| BE ALERT
NESTING AND
AGGRESSIVE DUCKS

It was an amazing year of birding with these incredible middle school students! They loved our campus
birding excursions, art projects, watching the live feeder cams on rainy or snowy days, learning about
birds, sharing bird sightings from homes, neighborhoods, school, and community, and bonding with all
things birds!

We are excited to welcome new birders into the BIS “flock” for the 26-27 school year!

This year, we are planning to do meet-ups at local sanctuaries on the weekends, as well as doing
Birdability walks to assess birding locations for accessibility. (See next page)
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BIS Student Bird Club — A Year in Review—continued

Making bird-themed kindness rocks to put out at Sandy Neck rock-exchange site!

President’s Message (continued)

So, we've switched over to DonorSnap as our membership sys-
tem. This was a complicated and arduous effort, but thanks to
Marcy Ashley-Selleck and Peter Bono, we have completed the
transition and are now using it for all our membership info, re-
newals and emails. It has become a much easier task to man-
age our needs with this new and very secure system.

This season also marks a transition for our Board. We bid fare-
well, and MANY thanks, to long-serving Directors Mark
Faherty, Peggy Sagan, and Maria Curley. But hopefully we will
still see them at meetings and walks. We are fortunate to have
wonderful new Directors joining our flock: Natalie Edwards
(Treasurer), Marcy Ashley-Selleck (Technology), and Jeanne
Branson (Membership). Welcome all!

Chatham Summer Visitor: We're looking forward to an exciting season and hope you are as
White-faced Ibis well.
Photo by MdJ Foti

Happy Birding  Peter Fang
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Cape Cod Bird Club Merchandise—Michele Burnat

CCBC Merchandise - Visit our Website for Details on Ordering

Harness — Webbing

Vinyl Decal (hologram)

Magnet

Fleece Beanie

Harness — Elastic All-Weather Tote

Pin (0.75” diameter)
Pin (1” diameter)

Knitted Cap

20 Oz Tumbler

12 Oz Wine Tumbler

Embroidered Patch

MA Bird Checklist

Welcome New Members!

Joshua & Clara Allen

Donna Antonelli

Patricia Becker

Katie Bench

Elizabeth Berman
Andrew Cozzens

Calvin Crossley

Teresa & Julio Deloureiro
Maria Elsden

Joe Emerson

John, Terri, Conor, Grace Fitzgerald
Christine Froehlich

Jeramie Hammond
James Junda

JoAnn Labani

East Falmouth

Mashpee
Cincinnati, OH
West Roxbury
Chatham
Upton
Brewster
West Dennis
Mashpee

Harwich Port
Sewickley, PA

Mashpee
E. Falmouth
Montreal, PQ

Brewster

Elizabeth Lamb

Eric & Isabelle Mayer
Heidi O’Leary & Chris Turner

Susan Parkinson

Eva Posner

Sari Rotter & William Gardner

Peter Sadler

Zach Sall

Sayre Summer & Ann Jarosiewicz

Black Tern, Forster’s Tern. Photo by Md Foti

Harwich
Houston, TX
South Dennis
Brewster
Orleans
Orleans
Chatham
Winchester

East Falmouth
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JOIN CCBC or RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW.
Membership year runs from September 1 through August 31.

Use this form if paying by check.
If credit card, https://capecodbirdclub.org/wordpress/join-online-3/

NEW MEMBERS may join at any time.

[0 RENEWING MEMBERSHIP [0 NEW MEMBERSHIP
[ Youth***(18 or under) FREE [ individual $20.00 0 Family (Household) $25.00
O Supporter $50.00 [ sponsor $75.00 O Patron $100.00

Additional donations are much appreciated. Thank you for your support.

Membership Dues $

Conservation & Education Fund

$
General Operating Fund $
Total Enclosed $

Household Address (required):

Preferred Tel. No. (required):

Name(s) Email Address** Year of Birth* (optional)

NOTES: * Knowing your year of birth helps us design programs to serve you better.

** If we have your email address, we can send periodic, updated notifications in a timely manner
regarding speakers, meeting cancellations due to bad weather and so forth. Your email address
is not shared with any other organization.

O CHECK HERE if you would like to save the Club postage and printing expenses by electing to receive
The Kingfisher newsletter by email only. The photos will be in stunning color rather than B&W.

O CHECK HERE if you would like to be contacted about helping the Club by leading a walk, writing an article,
being a guest speaker, or serving on the Board or one of its subcommittees.

***Signature of adult family member of youth member

Please return this form with your check made out to Cape Cod Bird Club and mail to:
Cape Cod Bird Club, Attn: Membership, PO Box 112, South Harwich, MA 02661


https://capecodbirdclub.org/wordpress/join-online-3/

Cape Cod Bird Club
PO Box 112
South Harwich, MA 02661

Cape Cod Bird Club, Inc.

An organization whose members are interested in the protection and conservation of the bird life and
natural resources of Cape Cod. Please join us!

To join and pay dues online, visit https://capecodbirdclub.org/wordpress/join-online-3/.

If you prefer to send a check, please use the form on the previous page or download a membership
form from the website at https://capecodbirdclub.org/jwordpress/join-by-mail/ and send it along with
your check to: CCBC, PO Box 112, South Harwich, MA 02661.

Officers: Peter Fang President

David Clapp Vice President
Carolyn Kennedy Secretary
Natalie Edwards Treasurer

Directors: Mary Jo Foti ('28) Bird Walks
Peter Bono ('28) Conservation and Education
Jeanne Branson (‘29) Membership
Michele Burnat ('27) Merchandise Sales
Marcy Ashley-Selleck (‘27) Technology
Gloria Smith ('29) Programs

The Kingfisher, Editor: Carolyn Kennedy

Board members may be reached by email: info@capecodbirdclub.org
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